
Josiah’s House

Orphanage Receives 100 Percent of Proceeds from Have Heart by Steve and Sarah Berger


What is Josiah’s House?

Josiah’s House is an orphanage currently being built in San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic. When complete, it will provide shelter, food, education and clothing to 32 elementary-aged boys in four buildings total. Each home will house eight boys and two house parents, creating a family environment for children coming from the streets or other orphanages. 

All proceeds from the sale of Have Heart: Bridging the Gulf between Heaven and Earth by Steve and Sarah Berger will go toward the ongoing work of Josiah’s House. 

Why was Josiah’s House established?

Grace Chapel, led by Pastor Steve Berger, has worked in the Dominican Republic for several years through the SCORE baseball/evangelism ministry. Plans for the construction of an orphanage in San Pedro de Macorís were underway when Josiah Berger, the son of Steve and his wife Sarah, unexpectedly went to Heaven on his 19th birthday on August 14, 2009. As a result, orphanage construction leaders felt led to name the home Josiah’s House in his memory. Just weeks after Josiah’s passing, they presented the idea to the Bergers who tearfully and joyfully accepted the gift in honor of their son. Josiah’s life on earth aptly reflected a passion and love for God as well as a heart for underprivileged children in Spanish-speaking nations.
More than a third of the Dominican Republic’s population lives in poverty, according to official poverty data from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The nation’s economy is, according to IFAD, “unbreakably intertwined” with that of neighboring Haiti, so the need for outside assistance became more prevalent than ever after a 7.0 Mw earthquake devastated that side of the island in January. In 2008, UNICEF recorded 170,000 orphans ages 0 to 17 in the Dominican Republic. The official number of Dominican orphans in 2010 is not yet available; however, research reveals that an influx of children from Haiti has been relocated to the nation. Josiah’s House meets a desperate need for homes that provide a caring family to orphaned boys.

How have funds been raised to build and start Josiah’s House?

Josiah’s friends were deeply impacted when he unexpectedly went to Heaven. When Spring Break 2010 came around, the young people wanted to go on a mission trip instead of the usual beach or ski trips. They approached the Bergers about this desire, and Steve and Sarah decided to take their children and 32 of Josiah’s friends to the Dominican Republic during Spring Break of 2010. The youth raised $12,000 toward the construction costs of Josiah’s House and traveled to the home with the Bergers in April.
In addition to book proceeds, members of Grace Chapel and other supporting churches have donated toward the project, helping to raise more than $200,000 to date. The funds provide sufficient support for the construction, opening and beginning of operation for two of the four homes starting in the spring of 2011 and giving care to 16 boys.
As funds are raised, band groups from Grace Chapel will continue to travel to Josiah’s House to serve and commence construction on the other two homes.
Sources:

“Rural Poverty in the Dominican Republic,” Rural Poverty Portal powered by IFAD: http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/web/guest/country/home/tags/dominican%20republic.

“IFAD ramps up lending to Dominican Republic and Haiti Over US$48 million in new funding signals commitment to long-term solutions for island neighbours,” IFAD, July 28, 2010:
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/2010/48.htm.

“At A Glance: Dominican Republic,” UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/domrepublic_statistics.html.



“Josiah has a heart for children, particularly orphans and underprivileged kids, and we know that this project is bringing him tremendous joy as he looks down from Heaven. Talk about a legacy!”


—Steve and Sarah Berger, from the book, ‘Have Heart: Bridging the Gulf Between Heaven and Earth’








































































































































































































