
The ‘Have Heart’ Story
In August 2009, the Berger family excitedly prepared to send their oldest son, Josiah, to his first year of college. However, a few nights before he had planned to go, a single-car accident changed everything. As doctors worked to help Josiah recover from serious injuries, hundreds of people gathered at the hospital to pray, and thousands joined them in prayer around the world, in hopes of a miracle. Though Josiah went to Heaven instead of the University of Tennessee that fall, God answered the prayers of His people to use Josiah’s life in miraculous ways, chiefly through the message of hope in the Bergers’ new book, Have Heart: Bridging the Gulf between Heaven and Earth.

Pastor Steve Berger of Grace Chapel in Leipers Fork, Tennessee, and his wife, Sarah, entered a new season of life with their son physically absent from their family of six. They were comforted with knowing Josiah was in Heaven, yet their hearts wondered, What is he doing? Can he see us? Is he aware of our lives here? As they sought God for answers, the couple began seeing truths about Heaven in Scripture in ways they had never heard talked about in church or seminary. 

With a desire for everyone to know the truth about Heaven, the Bergers compiled their experiences into Have Heart: Bridging the Gulf between Heaven and Earth, named after a saying Josiah wanted tattooed on his chest: have heart.

“The vast majority of the church is missing the point altogether about Heaven and eternal life,” Steve says. “Our attitudes, actions, and speech confirm this because we mourn without comfort, we grieve without knowledge, and we speak without hope. That has got to change big-time.” 

To continue their son’s legacy, all proceeds from Have Heart will benefit Josiah’s House, a group of orphanages under construction in the Dominican Republic. 


